Identity Cards for Foreign Nationals

UK Border Agency update on 24 September 2009

The UK Border Agency (UKBA) has announced following developments regarding its plans to issue Identity Cards for Foreign Nationals (ICFN):
· Their intention (subject to Parliamentary approval) to accelerate issuing cards to skilled workers with a UK sponsor extending leave under Tier 2 of the Points Based System (PBS) from April 2010 to January 2010. 
· They are proposing bringing forward the issue of cards to highly skilled workers and temporary workers extending leave under Tiers 1 and 5 to the end of 2010. 

· Identity Cards for Foreign Nationals replace numerous other documents with a single recognisable and comprehensive proof of entitlement to live and work in the UK.  
· The process of applying for an Identity Card for Foreign Nationals requires applicants to enrol their biometrics (fingerprints and facial image) before The UKBA make an immigration decision.  
· To improve customer service choice, from October, 17 Crown Post Offices will begin piloting biometric enrolment. This will be a walk-in service with no need to book an appointment.  Details will be made available on the UK Border Agency website as these sites come online. 
· The UKBA have launched a new online booking service. Details of this can be found on the UK Border Agency website. 

· The UKBA also has mobile enrolment capability to enable those unable to travel for medical reasons to enrol their biometric features.
More detailed information on Identity Cards for Foreign Nationals and the exact locations of their biometric enrolment centres can be found on the UK Border Agency’s website.

  
· Voluntary Aided and Foundation Schools need to be aware that under the Government’s new Points Based System for immigration, which started to roll out in 2008, employers need to be licensed as sponsors by the UK Border Agency before they can bring in any skilled foreign workers from outside the EEA.  Under PBS the sponsor will have to keep proper records of the migrants they have sponsored, including their contact details and a copy of their identity card, and supply those to the UK Border Agency on request.  
 
Further information about the Points Based System is available on the UK Border Agency website.
  
